Contemporary English modals and the Cinque hierarchy

Theresa Biberauer and Ian Roberts

igr20/mtb23@cam.ac.uk
(NB marginal/dubious modals such shall, need, dare and ought to are omitted)
Please indicate your (approximate) age and where you consider yourself to be from:

Please indicate your grammaticality judgements on the following sentences:

(1)
According to our readings, the Higgs Boson allegedly …



might


may


could


should


must


can


probably exist.


mightn’t


mayn’t


couldn’t


shouldn’t


mustn’t


can’t 


probably exist.


might


may


could


should


must


can 


probably not exist.

(2)
This site probably 


might


may


could


can


must 


once have been a Roman camp. 



This site probably 


mightn’t

mayn’t


couldn’t


can’t

mustn’t 


once have been a Roman camp. 



This site probably 


might


may


could


can


must 


once not have been a Roman camp. 


(3)
John once 


could(n’t)


might


may


can


must


should 


would(n’t)


perhaps speak French.

(4)
John then 



will


won’t


might


may


must


could


can


should


shouldn’t


mustn’t 


perhaps give up.

(5)
If he has the energy, John perhaps 


might


will


must


may


should


could


can


would


won’t 



necessarily finish his thesis. 

(6)
The children necessarily 



must


will


won’t



mustn’t


might


may


could


couldn’t


mightn’t


should(n’t) 



usually go to bed early. 
(7)
The children possibly 



must


will


might


may


can


could


should


won’t


mustn’t


mightn’t


shouldn’t usually go to bed early. 

(8)
John intentionally 



will


must


might


can


could


should


won’t


shouldn’t


mustn’t


mightn’t 



quickly drive away. 
